
 

  

Dear Fellows,  
 
Hope this email finds you well and excited about the projects you are working on! 
Acumen Fellow Rachel Gichinga (Acumen Fellow – East Africa ’12) once wrote, "To anyone 
who’s looking to start work in the social sector I say this: don’t do it alone. Find a like-minded 
community that will hold you up (and kick you in the rear when necessary) – all in the pursuit 
of making you better at what you seek to do." In many ways, this is our hope for this alumni 
group.  We all know that leadership can often be lonely. In trying times, I have always found 
inspiration in the stories of other leaders who overcame obstacles to create something 
spectacular. There are many of these stories within our group that often go unrecognized.   
 
If not for a chance encounter with Acumen Fellow Chris Walker (Acumen Fellow – Global ’08) in 
Nairobi, I would have never known of the lead role that he played in the creation of the Access 
to Nutrition Index, an initiative founded on the premise that food and beverage manufacturers 
can make a strong contribution to addressing poor nutrition and related diseases. The initiative 
assesses and ranks 25 of the world’s largest manufacturers on their nutrition-
related commitments, practices and performance globally. The initiative’s ultimate goal is to 
facilitate improved diets and reduce both obesity and under nutrition globally. This was no small 
undertaking and Chris spent a couple of years getting this project up and running. This initiative 
could be a real game changer. Knowing that one of us is tackling the global challenge of 
nutrition despite many obstacles motivates me to work harder towards my goals. I would 
encourage all of you to read more about Chris’s project and send him a note of 
congratulations.   
 
This is just one of many examples of change brought on by our alumni, through leadership and 
hard work. We as alumni need to find the time to share our stories, achievements, and failures 
with each other. Only by doing so can we make each other, and our work, better.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Suraj Sudhakar 
Regional Fellows Manager, Global Fellow ‘09 
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Global Fellows Program – Save the date! Global Fellows Graduation will be held this year on 
19 September. All Alumni are invited to attend (e-mail invite to follow). We have also finalized 
placements for the class of 2014. Their bios and placements will be announced on our blog. 
 
East Africa Fellows Program – The East Africa Fellows recently completed their Regional 
Trip to Rwanda on 27-31 May. The next seminar will be held in Kampala, Uganda in the first 
week of August. We will be hosting an event in Kampala, so let us know if you’ll be in town! 
 
Pakistan Fellows Program – The Pakistan Fellows completed their Regional Trip in Chitral. 
They are currently in Murree, just outside Islamabad, for their seminar focused on financial 
skills. 
 
India Fellows Program – We are proud to announce the launch of the India Fellows 
Program. As this is the first year of the program, we will need your help in finding the right 
candidates for the inaugural cohort. Please share any connections you think would be valuable! 
 
+Acumen – We now have 22 chapters, with Geneva and Nairobi being the latest additions to 
the global network, organizing events around the world each month. We just announced the 
launched of a +Acumen online leadership academy to bring Acumen’s leadership curriculum to 
anyone with access to the internet. Recently, we offered a five-week course designed 
by IDEO.org on Human-Centered Design. More than 12,000 individuals from a 136 countries 
have registered. 

 
 

East Africa Fellows take a ride through Rwanda on their Regional Trip  
(Kigali, Rwanda – 27-31 May 2013) 
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We’ve just opened the application process for all 3 of our Regional Fellows Programs in East 
Africa, Pakistan, and India! The deadline to apply is 3 September 2013 at 5:00pm GMT. Here’s 
how you can get involved: 

 Recommend a candidate – Click here and complete this short recommendation form. 

 Spread the word – You’ve all received the mass email announcement about the application 

launch.  We encourage you to send it to your networks!    

 Be a phone interviewer – Sign up for 1-5 interviews (30-40 mins each) by clicking here. 

 Attend a selection conference event – Mark your calendars! We’ll be holding in-person 

interview days in Mumbai on 26 October, in Nairobi on 2 November, and in Karachi on 16 

November. 

 

 
 
I have loved you for a long time Mandela by Wambui Waithaka (Acumen Fellow ’13 – East 
Africa) 
"News of Mandela’s severe illness and recurrent hospital admissions has held my heart again and I cannot stand 

the thought that we will lose him anytime now…[continue reading]" 
 
TEDxOsu, Ghana travels together to go far by Junko Tashiro (Acumen Fellow ’13 – Global) 
"Our goal was to discuss pressing issues faced by Ghana, to shed light on the opportunities and potential that its 
people possess, and to collectively envision the country’s future in the next 10 years…[continue reading]" 
 
The Other Story of Pakistan by Abbas Akhtar (Acumen Fellow ’13 – Global) 
"Pakistan has been in the news a lot lately, but unfortunately always for the wrong reasons. Any mention of 

Pakistan in the media is inevitably related to terrorism, extremism or violence...[continue reading]" 

 

 
 

Imran Siddiqui (Pakistan Fellow '13) learning about culture in Chitral on the  
Pakistan Fellows Regional Trip (Chitral, Pakistan – 13-17 May 2013) 
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2008 
 

Chris Walker recently launched 
the Access to Nutrition Index at 

GAIN. 
 
2010 
 
Yehia Houry recently published 

an article titled “Impact Investing 
in the Middle East: What Next?” 

in Stanford Social Innovation 

Review. 
 

Sarah Dimson was selected as a 
2013-2014 MIT Legatum Center 

for Entrepreneurship Fellow.  She 

will be working on starting an 
energy infrastructure and real-

estate development firm in 
Tanzania.  

2011 
 

Mario Ferro’s 
organization Wedu recently won 

3rd place at the Women Deliver 
Global Solutions Awards! 
 
2012 
 

Irfan Keshavjee has been 
appointed to the Board of Directors 

of Diamond Trust Bank. 
 
Boniface Mwangi was just 

named one of Africa’s Most 
Influential People by Youth Village 

Africa. 
 
Pauline Wanja won the Graça 

Machel Innovation Award for her 
initiative Living In a Shanty Town. 
 
Cherian Joseph was featured 

in an article on his work with 

Ziqitza Health Care during his 
fellowship year. 
  

2013 
 

Wambui Waithaka’s organization 
KMPDU successfully negotiated 

a Comprehensive Benefits 
Agreement with the Kenyan 

Ministry of Health for doctors’ 
benefits. 
 

Martin Ojara Mapenduzi 
announced plans to resettle 150 

street children in Gulu, Uganda. 
 

Faith Muigai recently led 

a webinar for USAID’s 
Strengthening Health Outcomes 

through the Private Sector 
(SHOPS) initiative. 
 

Waqas Ali’s organization 
Hometown was recently featured 

on Fab.com. 
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